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Do you have many friends, or just a few? Some people enjoy having lots
of friends, while others are happy with only one or two close ones. But what
1s a friend, really? And how do we become friends with someone? These are
not easy questions, and different people may have different answers.

Researchers' say it takes time to become true friends. ,On average,
people need to spend about 50 hours together to become casual friends. After

90 hours, they may feel more comfortable and become regular friends. After
more than 200 hours, people often become close friends. This time might
include talking, laughing, playing games, going to karaoke, or just spending
time in the same place.

It usually takes between three and nine weeks to become friends after
first meeting someone. If people don’t become friends within three or four

months, they probably never will. ylt is easier to make friends in places like
school, university, or work, where people meet regularly. It is more difficult

when people are busy or have few chances to meet others.
Friendship also helps us stay healthy and happy. [ and are said to, have

You don’t need a large circle of friends—just three or four close friends can
make a huge difference in your life.

Today, many people also make friends online. Some talk with people on
soclal media, even if they never meet those people in person. More recently,
some even become very close to Al chatbots. Chatbots are not real people,
but some users still think of them as friends and enjoy talking to them.

In the end, friendship comes in many forms and can begin in many
different ways. Whether it starts in person or online, with classmates,
coworkers, or even through a screen, friendship grows through shared time,
trust, and care. A true friend makes life better, easier, and more meaningful.
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. She was told to hand in her homework by the teacher.
[HEEREZ W]
. Dad said to me, “What is Mom doing?”
(s 2 v T
. I'm sorry I didn’t take more pictures during the trip.
[I wish T5¥ ]
. He loves doing nothing all day.
[(AER 2 W]
. Megan ran faster than any other girl in the race.
[NoTlzs T]
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1. A “Is that your new motorcycle?”

B )"
(@) T’'m not old enough. (b) It’s my brother’s.
(c) TIt’s my pleasure. (d Sounds like fun.
2. A “You look tired, Koji.”
B: ¥ )
(@) T think so. (b) I was up late yesterday.
(¢) It’s up to you. (d Yes, it is.
3. I know it’s hard, but don’t give ( ) now! Keep trying.
(@) at (b) off
(c) out d wup
4, Tdidn’t expect him ( ) arrive so early yesterday.
(@) at (b) for
(¢) on (d to
5. My daughter left the room without ( ) a word.
(@) said (b) say
(c) saying (d) tosay
6. This movie is ( ) than the last one.
(a) interest (b) interesting
() more interesting (d most interesting
7. T had to go to Sapporo this morning, but the flight was canceled ( )
heavy snow.
(@ due to (b) for
(¢) partof (d) since
8. She has a stunning ( ) of sunglasses.
(@) couple (b) pair
(¢) piece (d set
9. The students were ( ) to hear that the test was postponed.
(@) bored (b) quiet
(¢) scared (d) surprised
10. The concert tickets ( ) out in less than an hour.
(@ gave (b) looked
(¢) sold (d) turned
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Bill: Did you hear about the half-marathon in Beijing where robots ran
with people?

Mai: (A)

Bill: That sounds amazing. What were the robots like?

Mai: They were all different. Some were small, and some were tall.
One robot could even smile and wink!

Bill: That’s funny! Did they wear anything?

Mai: (B)

Bill: Which robot finished first?

Mai: ©)

Bill: Were there any problems during the race?

Mai: D)

Bill: Were engineers helping them during the race?

Mai: Yes. [ engineers, the robots, at_the race, stopped, were, in
case, moving, ] .

Bill: Do you think this kind of event 1s useful?

Maz: @oome people say it helps the robot industry grow and shows

progress in technology. However, others think it’s just for show
and doesn’t prove robots can do real work.

(RT1)  THRERA) ~ D), Fidd)~@oth» St o xEY, F5TE
AT,
(1) A few wore shoes and headbands, which made them look more
like real athletes.
(2) Yes, Idid! It was the first time robots joined humans in a
21-kilometer race.
(3) A couple of robots had trouble—one fell but got up again, and
another hit a barrier and knocked over a person.
(4) A robot called Tiangong Ultra was the fastest. It finished the
race in 2 hours and 40 minutes.
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