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Commonly known as “faculty development”, occasionally “facdev”, but almost never “FD”, faculty
development is now around fifty years of age. Recognized as beginning in the 1960s, during a time when North
America was experiencing record level inflation and was at war in Vietnam, universities across the country were
often seen as money and time-wasting institutions. The quality of instruction in higher education became a
popular target of public dissatisfaction among students, parents, legislators, media and even academics.

This was so much the case that more than 50% of accredited 2 and 4 year colleges in the US responded in the
1960s and 1970s by establishing programs or practices for faculty renewal and improvement of instruction.
Following this, in 1983, the benchmark Journal of Faculty Development was the first of several professional
journals published.

Now, almost a half century later, faculty development has continued to evolve, and currently consists of three
major areas: faculty development, instructional development, and organizational development, or combinations
of all three. So, bear in mind that not only is faculty development not a new fad, it is evolving to meet societal
needs as society changes. We need to do the same.

Simon Thollar



