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The Ancient Theory on Comedy suggested by the 7Tractatus Coislinianus
Hiroshi MIURA..
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[Abstract] The Poetics is known as one of Aristotle’s treatises which has just a single book.
But some scholars are still thinking that the original version of this treatise consisted of two
books, and that the Book 2 elaborated on his theory of comedy. Although their proofs such as
cross-references between his treatises are not enough to make us sure of the existence of the
Book 2, the Tractatus Corslinianus edited by R. Janko helps us admit that. In this paper, I will
show the close relationship between the Poetics and the Nichomachean Ethics which includes
some points about comical laughter and joke, elucidating theories of the Zractatus. It will be

concluded that the 7ractatus reflects his main theories of comedy.
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